Mind your manners

Survival Skills
Kobe College

Words or actions In Japan Overseas

Sneeze Sneezer says “Excuse me,” and the
others say, “(God) bless you.”

Eating, drinking noise OK...kind of... Never. Don'’t speak with food in

Tipping

Shower, bath, toilet use.

Ladies first

Two fingers

One finger

Pointing
Kissing and hugging
Touching stangers

Meals

Pedestrian Traffic
Blowing Your Nose

Pouring

Almost never

Door always closed. TOILET
SLIPPERS!

Evening bath.
almost never

“Peace”???

rude
rare
Common in crowds

pick up and raise bowl or dish to
mouth

contact, pushing
no

pour others’ drinks, especially
sempai...and men ;-)

mouth, don’t open mouth when
chewing.

US, Canada: tipping in almost ALL
situations. 15-20% in restaurants.
Other countries, much less common.

UK: http://goo.gl/F874jn
AUS:http://goo.gl/3EmI58

Door left open when not used. AUS:
SHORT SHOWERS!!!

Morning shower

often

Europe: strong rude expression of
anger

USA: strong rude expression of
anger

OK, but...
common
Never

leave dishes and bowls on table
conversation, but never with food in
mouth

NO sounds

napkin in lap

space
acceptable, but say “Excuse me.”

pour one’s own drink


http://goo.gl/F874jn
http://goo.gl/3EmI58
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